BIOGKAPHICAL HKKTCIII
THE late ProfeHSor James Thomson, during hin long nnd active life, wrote numerous Hcicntifio puporn which wen: read before the Royal Societies of London and Edinburgh, the Hritwh AHHoeiution, the Philosophical Societies of Heifiust and of Glasgow, and other learned bodies; but, scattered in a fragmentary wanner through the Proceedings of many different Societies, they have not. hitherto been easy of accoas. It has been thought, desirable that the fruit of his activity Khould ho collected ami reprinted ooriHocuitively in a single volume.
His life is a record of long dayH spent in Urn neareli for truth, and of the ample reward in new knowledge gained. The fundamental character and value, to wuentte and to engineering, of the discoveries and ideas whirh he h»w given to the world, i« the feature of his work.
James Thomson and hin brother William (afterwardn Ixml Kelvin) are striking oxainph'H of hereditary talent; and it would have given their fathor much happint'HH r.tm\t\ lie havt! funweii how fully hin own bent qimlltieM, iw well iw tljewn of IJI'H beluved wife, had been fcrannmikted In their clnlclreti. In fa«t onet mMiiul completely understand eithc«r <if the two HOHH withmit knowing something of their father.
Descended from a long lmt» uf fanuern who had ori^'mully migrated from 8cothwi<l to the North of Irelnnd early in the 17th century (about the time of tho Plnntution of UlNUtr), he inherited thoao Htf*rling Heotttwh <nmliti*«« whialt have n«wl«< Ulster men HO 8Ucco«Hful in turning the rt««nm't«-H tif thtur province to gocxl account. At tho tuunu time* ho antptirttt! the softer qualities characterise of hi« Irish wnghiKnire,
A letter frotn one of the family MtaUtt that " thity m«nrly ftll bore the character of being religioiiii, moral, patriotic;, hotuwl, large, athletic, handsome men," They had omtplc'd ft»r SJOO yc»«,w a fann called Annaghmr>re, m«tr BullyWihinch in (Jcntnty Down, 14 miles from Belfast, and within night of tins nohlo range* of